girlish appearance, was admitted to the ward with an abdominal swelling. Her menstruation had begun at the age of 14|, of the 28-day type, and moderate quantity, and continued regularly up till a year ago, when for two or three times it came on every fortnight, attended with dysmenorrhcea. Latterly it has resumed its normal characters. She first noticed a swelling in her right side when she was fifteen years of age.
She had previously menstruated six times naturally and painlessly. The swelling increased steadily in size, but slowly, for four years. During the last twelve months it has grown more rapidly, and the patient experienced a sense of weight in the abdomen. The tumour was clearly ovarian, and on examination under chloroform the uterus was found on bimanual examination to be retroverted and pushed down into the pouch of Douglas, while the tumour sprung from the right side and was freely movable. As the conditions gave every prospect of an easy ovariotomy, I thought it fair to attempt the operation under local anaesthesia. On March 6, the patient having been subjected to the usual preparatory treatment, I injected 20 \ of a 1 per cent, solution of cocaine into the abdominal wall, nearly midway in the middle line between umbilicus and pubes, and the same quantity two inches lower down.
After the fluid had been diffused through the tissue, the surface was sprayed with ethyl chloride till it took on a frosted appearance. An incision three inches in length was carried through the abdominal parietes in the anaesthetized area. The muscles showed a slight degree of sensitiveness when some fibres of the rectus were divided, and the patient seemed to feel when the peritoneum was pinched up with forceps. An incision into the main cyst allowed of the evacuation of the bulk of the tumour contents, and when a subsidiary had been perforated through the opening in the larger cavity, the tumour collapsed sufficiently to allow of its being easily pulled out through the wound. So far the operation was practically painless, and the patient lay perfectly still and uncomplaining. 
